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CLAIMS : 

What is claimed is: 

1. A method of access control, comprising: 

for contient accessed by any communications protocol 

supported witlhin a system, checking for a content label 

identifying al content category for the content; 

determining from the content label whether the content 

is restricted and 

responsive to determining from the content label that 

the content iis restricted, prompting a user for a password 

required to access the content. 
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of claim 1, wherein the step of checking 

by any communications protocol supported 
for a content label identifying a content 
the content further comprises: 
a content label within the content. 



3. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of checking 
content accessed by any communications protocol supported 
within a system for a content label identifying a content 
category for nhe content further comprises: 

checking a content label within a header for a 
communications! transaction transmitting the content. 
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of claim 1, wherein the step of checking 

by any communications protocol supported 
for a content label identifying a content 

content further comprises: 
label bureau for a content label associated 
resource locator, filename, or datastream 
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7 identifier fdbr the content. 

1 5. The methoo. of claim 1, wherein the step of determining 

2 from the content label whether the content is restricted 

3 further comprises: 

4 determining one or more content categories from the 

5 content label; and 

6 determining! whether any content category identified 

7 within the content label is restricted for the user. 
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1 6 . A metuiod of establishing access control, comprising: 

2 obtaining content label categories and associated user 

3 restrictions for desired access control; 

4 distributing the content label categories and 

5 associated user restrictions to each of a plurality of 

6 communications^ programs within a system, wherein at least 

7 two of the communications programs employ different 

8 communications protocols; and 

9 setting access controls for each communications program 

10 within the system utilizing the content label categories and 

11 associated user Restrictions. 

□ \ 

urp. 7. The method OLE claim 6, further comprising: 

during installation of a communications program 

J3 subsequent to settling access controls for each 

4% communications program within the system utilizing the 

J;"j5 content label categories and associated user restrictions, 

s 6 checking for existing access control settings for other 

Cf7 communications programs and setting access controls for the 

y8 communications program being installed utilizing the 

43 existing access control settings. 
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j^. A syfetem for access control, comprising: 

means for checking content accessed by any 
communications protocol supported within a system for a 
content lab^l identifying a content category for the 
content ; 

means fbr determining from the content label whether 
Ls restricted; and 

esponsive to determining from the content label 
that the content is restricted, for prompting a user for a 



the content 
means , 



password rec 



ired to access the content. 



9. The system of claim 8, wherein the means for checking 
content accessed by any communications protocol supported 
within a system for a content label identifying a content 
category for nhe content further comprises: 

means for} checking a content label within the content. 

10. The systerfe of claim 8, wherein the means for checking 
content accessed by any communications protocol supported 
wijthin a system! for a content label identifying a content 
category for the content further comprises : 

means for othecking a content label within a header for 
a communications! transaction transmitting the content. 



11. The system of claim 8, wherein the means for checking 
content accessed by any communications protocol supported 
within a system for a content label identifying a content 
category for the content further comprises: 

means for checking a label bureau for a content label 
associated with a uniform resource locator or filename for 
the content . 
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12. The system of cla^frT 8 , wherein the means for 
determining from tj>e content label whether the content is 
restricted furti*6r comprises: 

means ij2fc determining one or more content categories 
from the i?6ntent label; and 

m^ins for determining whether any content category 
identified within the content label is restricted for the 
uaer . 
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y$ . A syscem for establishing access control, comprising: 

means nor obtaining content label categories and 
associated user restrictions for desired access control; 

means forv distributing the content label categories and 
associated useA restrictions to each of a plurality of 
communications programs within a system, wherein at least 
two of the communications programs employ different 
communications protocols; and 

means for se\tting access controls for each 
communications program within the system utilizing the 
content label categories and associated user restrictions. 
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14. The system of \claim 13, further comprising: 

means operable\ during installation of a communications 
program subsequent no setting access controls for each 
communications program within the system utilizing the 
content label categories and associated user restrictions 
for checking for existing access control settings for other 
communications programs and for setting access controls for 
the communications program being installed utilizing the 
existing access control settings. 
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~\^. A comfouter program product within a computer usable 
medium for access control, comprising: 

instructions for checking content accessed by any 
communications protocol supported within a system for a 
content label\ identifying a content category for the 
content; 

instructions for determining from the content label 
whether the content is restricted; and 

instructions, responsive to determining from the 
content label that the content is restricted, for prompting 
a user for a password required to access the content. 
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16. The computer program product of claim 15, wherein the 
instructions fori checking content accessed by any 
communications protocol supported within a system for a 
content label identifying a content category for the content 
further comprises 

instructions! f° r checking a content label within the 
content . 
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17. The computer Iprogram product of claim 15, wherein the 
instructions for qhecking content accessed by any 
communications protocol supported within a system for a 
content label identifying a content category for the content 
further comprises: 

instructions fdr checking a content label within a 
header for a communications transaction transmitting the 
content . 
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content label identifying a content category for the content 
further comprises: 

instructions for checking a label bureau for a content 
label associated with a uniform resource locator or filename 
for the content . 

19. The computer program product of claim 15, wherein the 
instructions for determining from the content label whether 
the content is restricted further comprises: 

instructions for determining one or more content 
categories from the content label; and 

instructions for determining whether any content 
category identified within the content label is restricted 
for the usepr . 
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A computer program product within a computer usable 
medium for establishing access control, comprising: 

instructions for\ obtaining content label categories and 
associated user restrictions for desired access control; 

instructions for distributing the content label 
categories and associated user restrictions to each of a 
plurality of communications programs within a system, 
wherein at least two of the communications programs employ 
different communications protocols; and 

instructions for] setting access controls for each 
communications progralm within the system utilizing the 
content label categories and associated user restrictions. 

21. The computer prpgram product of claim 20, further 
comprising: 

instructions executed during installation of a 
communications program subsequent to setting access controls 
for each communicat/ions program within the system utilizing 
the content label categories and associated user 
restrictions for checking for existing access control 

communications programs and for setting 
the communications program being 
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